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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
ALBION. 





Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 20, Year 4 
CiTIzENs, of the Spanish Revolation. 
Tue approaching anniversary of the Birth of Thomas Paine, 


urges me to make way for an address to you on the occasion, 
amidst the pressure of other matter on these pages. I an- 
ticipate a congregation of Republicans, respectable in num- 
bers, on the 29th inst. and that “ COMMON SENSE,” will induce 
all who aspire to the character of Reformers to avow those 
principles which can alone give influence and triumph — 
to the “RiguHTs OF MAN,” and establish an “AGE OF 
REASON.” 

We have made considerable progress in numbers in the 
course of the last year, and stand now on an eminence, 
among the professing politicians of the day, that commands 
the silence if not the respect of all. The tongue of insolent 
ignorance is silent ; the finger of scorn is lifted no more, and 
the arm of despotism hardly dares to strike against the ad- 
vocates of government by representation, founded on election 
and the equality of ALL as to suffrage. Allhereditary power we 
reject as a positive evil. An hereditary power to legislate, or: 
to rule, is a burlesque upon human nature, and betrays an ig- 
horance of the human miid, and of the qualities of the hu- 
man organization. Legislation should originate with the high- 
est order ofexisting intelligence, but intelligence is not heredi- 
lary, nor a property to be bequeathed to individuals at plea- 
sure. If the ploughman has more ability than the titled 
Aristocrat, the ploughman ought to be the legislator, and the 
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98 THE REPUBLICAN. 


other contented with his individual right of suffrage. This 
was Mr. Paine’s view of the RIGHTS OF MAN, and this prin- 
ciple bids defiance to allgainsaying. Ridicule cannot touch 
nor reason controvert it. In their social rights men are 
equal; aad the happiness of a man who lives by his daily 
industry is of equal importance to the community, with the 
happiness of a Chief Magistrate. 

Pursuing such a line of politics as this, we know that we 
rest on a rock, from which the winds of scphistry, the light. 


enings of satire, or the thunders of despotism, cannot remove | 


us. We challenge all to free discussion, and we triumph 
from the want of open opponents. Such is the auspicious 


character of the present anniversary of the Birth of Thomas _ 


Paine, the father of political philosophy. 
Viewing Republicanism, as it is necessary to view it, 


emerging from the nonsense and delusion called radicalism | 
or rather rascalism, (for that which is radically corrupt is | 


rascally,) we see it rising like a sun and dispersing the here- 
ditary darkness of night, together with the radical fogs ol 
the morning. We see it dispersing the rays of intelligence 
with the power of knowledge among the industrious classes 
of this country, and those who are hereditarily stupid ot 
hereditarily corrupt are obliged to gaze on it with surprise 
and silence. Its brilliancy magnifies their defects, and a 


growing shame drives them to their becoming holes and : 


hiding places, to shun that which they can neither encoun- 
ter nor corrupt. 


Yes: the triumph of Republicanism is decreed! Monat 


CHY is scathed! PatestcrarT is biasted! and PAINE has | 


done the noble work! Shout praises to his name, and rejoice 
on the return of the day that gave him birth! 

Whether we view the despotism of monarchy in Asia, 
in Europe, or in America, we find it equally on the decline 
and struggling for existence. It confesses its weakness 
and seems tO pray for an easy exit. The Grand Sultal 
himself is become the slave and tool of his Janissaries. ‘The 
Russian Autocrat talks about putting down the REVOLUTION 
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oF LIBERTY in Spain and Portugal, and staying its progress ; 
whilst his own subjects laugh at his menace, condemn his 
conduct, and are preparing to imitate the noble example. 
The Bourbons talk of making war, with an army that flies 
to the assistance of those they are sent to oppose! and their 
extinction as a monarchical family seems to be almost cer- 
tain with the present year. ‘The Holy Alliance assembles, 
but all its deliberations are upon its own impotence, and its 
manifesto exhibits nothing but the confession that it is a thing 
of words. lihasnot aregiment at command, of whose allegi- 
ance it could depend ou foramonth. The first reverse in the 
approaching war between Monarchy and Republicanism, on 
the side of the Royal army, will be the signa! for that army 
to revoltand complete the extinction of monarchy in Europe. 
Buonaparte might have done this, but in not doing it he has 
inflicted a thirty years curse upen the whole of mankind. 

Rejoice, then, on your prospects, Republicans of Albion. 
Though a prisoner | shall rejoice with you, and pledge 
myself to the improvement of our ’vantage ground, by 
the sacred memory, and upon the sacred writings, and sacred 
principles, of THOMAS PAINE. 


R. CARLILE. 









——- i ee 






























































/ Nerney eayoran er 
er ee TT RT AAR ail eae a ee 
Mor > 


THE REPUBLICAN. 


CONGRATULATION. 


TO THB HERO OF THE PRESS, MR. CARLILE, 





Sip 7 London, 
Usperstan p1nG that the birth-day of that real political philoso. 
pher, and incomparable philanthropist, Thomas Paine, Is to be 7 
brated on the 290th of January, 10 several cities and towns in l e 
Is‘and of Albion, | could not forbear seizing the present opportunity 
to congratulate you on the vast increase of human ee oes 
neral, but especially on the rapid progress of the political _ theo- 
logical principles of that great author and excellent man, W — ~ 
mory thousands, I hope tens of thousands, of nob:e minded Repubh- 
cans are about to commemorate. 

Yes, Sir, I heartily congratulate you on the occasion, for however 
excellent the principles of Thomas Paine are, and however calculated 
they may be to regenerate man aud promote his liberty and happi- 
hess, they would, but for you, in all probability, have still slept in 
that grave of oblivion where persecution and prosecution had so ex- 
pensively buried them. _ 

What a contrast! What a revolution in public opinion | Itis ouly 
thirty years since the effigy of that glorious Champion of Liberty, 
that sincere friend of humanity, that real saviour of mankind, that 
obstinately honest man, was burnt in almost every town aud city in 
Great Britain by Church and King mobs, amidst the fanatic shouts 
of * Down with Tom Paine! Church and King for ever!” Ke, 
Where now are the Church and King mobs? They have vanished! 
And to defend corruption, Superstition, and imposture, the strong 
arm of power is stretched out in all its naked deformity! What ar- 
guments ought to be opposed to the violators of justice, to the foes 
of humanity, to the greatest robbers that ever plundered a country? 

Thomas Paine has said; the two continents of America have 
proved; heroic Spain and Portugal are proving; aud | repeat, that 
** to reason with despots is throwing reason away; the best of ail ar- 
suments 1s a vigorous preparation to resist.”” 
the immortal Paine, and this ought to be the motto of every sincere 
Reformer. You too, Sir, have repeatedly given it as your opinion, 
that the Struggle will be decided bya trial of physical strength, and 
you have also admonished the Reformers, that each individual should 
hold hinsely prepared for such an event, without consulting his ueigh- 
bour, or entering into any plot or conspiracy. This is the best ad 
vice that can be given at present, and is such as Thomas Paine bhin- 
self would have given under the like circumstances. You hoid out 
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no delusion, no hope of corruption dying a natural death, no hope of 
the system committing a suicide, no hope that the House of Com- 
mons will be reformed by the members about to be sent to it by the 
penny subscriptions of the Great Northern Union! Of all the delu- 
sions that have been practised by the Radicals, this appears to me to 
be the most absurd; nothing could be better calculated to prop up 
the borough system; one single moment's reflection would convince 
every Reformer of the folly of such an attempt; for instance, if it 
were possible for the union to send one member to the House every 
year, and it could depend on the integrity of every man it may send, 
it would take an hundred years to procure the desired majority, since 
the minister has always the majority of above an hundred upon 
every important occasion; perhaps two hundred would be found on 
the question of Annual Varhiaments and Universal Suffrage. But it 
is once in seven years only, that the Northern Union will have an op- 
portunity to send members to the House of Commons if they can then 
be brought in; therefore, if a Reform is ever brought about by this 
borough-buying system, it will take place about the year 2523, or 
(50 years after the four Continents of the earth are covered with Re- 
publics! Had the brave Americans been only such Kadicals, they 
would still have been slaves, but they dared to be Republicans, be- 
came invincible, and are free! And what provocation did the intre- 
pid Americans receive ? They were taxed without being represented ; 
and is not the greater part of the English Reformers taxed without 
being represented? And is that the only provocation they have re- 
ceived? Have they not seen the sword of despotism bathed in the 
innocent blood of men, women, and children, when peaceably assem- 
hled to discuss their grievances? And have they not seen the per- 
petrators receive thanks for their bloody deeds? And from whom ? 
From the King himself! That King whose office it is wished to pre- 
serve for the benefit of the people! 

How different, Sir, has been vour conduct? You was present at 
the bloody massacre at Manchester: I have not yet forgotten your 
bold description of its horrors; from that moment you denounced 
both the monarchical and hierarchical systems, declared yourself an 
avowed Republican, and entitled your publication to the same name. 
Since then, you have seen three European nations, not only avow, 
but put in practice the same political principles which you so fear- 
lessly promulgate; for Naples had the boldness to assert her rights, 
though she wanted the courage todefend them; but though that un- 
happy country is overwhelmed she is not conquered, Principles can 
only be annihilated with the dissolution of every body that knows 
them, every paper that records them. A brighter day yet awaits the 
kingdom of Napies; the star of Europe is fast emerging from those 
dark clouds which has long made her little better than a gloomy 
dungeon, And, Sir, you have the further satisfaction to know, that 
though you have some enemies in England, the majority of the peo- 
ple of the two Continents, Europe and Awerica, are your friends. 
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102 THE REPUBLICAN. 
Go on, Sir, in your glorions career and you will be to England what 
the late Thomas Paine was to America—one of its greatest deliver. 
ers. I pow conclude with hoping that I shall very soon have to con- 
gratulate you, aid your heroic Wife and Sister, on your liberation 
from that dungeon in which you are so unjustly detained, 


ALLEN DAVENPORT, 





POSTSCRIPT. 


Britons, hail the bright auspicious day 

Gn which the great immortal Paine was born, 
Whose works all future ages shall adorn, 

For he has written for eternity !— 

When he exhorted rations to be free, 

Columbia bailed him with a leud ** huzza!”’ 

She cried, “‘to arms!’’ her heroes march’d away, 
They fought, they bled, they conquered! so must we. 
No more shall kings, Columbia’s sons command, 
No more oppression there shall be obey’d, 

Tis England now, that feels her iron hand; 

But Hope stili lives for Paine is not yet dead :— 
His voice is heard through all this hapless Isle, 
He lives, he breathes, he speaks in R. Carlile. 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 


LORD CUT-THROAT CASTLEREAGH. 





Tue “ Morning Chronicle” of January 10, in an article on 
“Mr. Southey and George the Third,” states, that almost 
every fashionable poet in Vienna has written at least two 
or three hundred German Hexameters in praise of the above 
suicidal tyrant; we, therefore, must eontinue to do him jus- 
tice at home, and accordingly introduce the following ode, 
being the production of a Wvol-Comber of Stockton upon 


Tees in Durham. 





Lines on the Death of the late Marquis of Londonderry, better 
known by the name of Lerd Castlereagh, who cut his throat on 
the birth-day of His Majesty George the Fourth, the 12th of 
August, 1822. 





Yes, Castlereagh, since by that name best known, 
For deeds which demons with a blush would own, 
Yes, unto thee, whose character, whose name, 
Is d —~’d for ever on the page of fame. 
To Castlereagh, whose adamantine heart 
Could ne’er a ray of happiness impart, 
To thee, who living was our nations curse, 
Or to thy shade, I dedicate my verse. 
From Erin sprung, yet she the tie disowns, 

In racks and tortures and heart-rending groans; 
Yes, she disclaims her base apostate son, 
And nobly triumphs now his race is run. 

Thou like a meteor gleam’d by far too long, 
Dragging thy baleful influence along; — 
Plotting, betraying, with thy latest breath, 
Engendering slavery, misery, and death. 

_Self-murder! henceforth deem it not a crime, 
Since he, the greatest tyrant of his time, 
Despairing at the progress freedom makes, 
And at the course, the glorious course, she takes, 
He, who could spotless Majesty traduce, 
And green-bag plots and perjur’d spies produce; 
He, in whose heart soft pity never reign’d, 
To mad Ambition’s car inglorious chain’d; 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 


He, to whose ear, the captive’s clanking chains 
Was rapturous music and harmonious strains ; 
E’en he, who, traitor-like, his country sold, 
For place, for power, emoluments, and gold; 
He quite collected, fearful for the past, 
When o’er his misdeeds he his optics cast, 
Upraised his hands and with a pointed knife 
Sever’d in twain the slender thread of life. 
Thus Londonderry unlamented fell, 
Whose name as Castlereagh is known too well, 
Who lived detested, and unhonour’d died 
A base apostate and a suicide. 
With Castlereagh’s perfidious acts will be 
Attached each epithet for infamy : 
E’en children will in after times be taught 
How Castlereagh the tyrant cut his throat. 
And if the pleasing truth I must unfold 
’Twas a poor Jew-boy who the penknife sold; 
’T was of a Jew-boy Londonderry bought 
The knife with which the caitiff cut his throat. 
Bless’ be the boy, and may his trade increase 
Till frauds are o'er and villanies shall cease. 
Unfeeling wretch known only to revile, 
Whose presence ne’er was greeted with a smile, 
But when grim Death which levels ins and OUTS 
Had seal'd his fate; with three determined shouts 
Thousands of Britons testified their joy, 
That Death had power a tyrant to destroy: 
The bells in towns and villages were rung, 
And songs of gladness for his requiem sung. 
If ever public virtue fired his breast, 
If ever he one sentiment express’d 
Vv orthy recording, let the Poet’s name 
Henceforth be branded with disgrace and shame. 
Proud, yet imbecile, insolently vain: 
Petitioning he treated with disdain, 
Laugh’d at a nation’s complicated ills, 
This hever varying answer—‘‘ Gagging Bills.” 
. be th at cunning, perfidy and guile, 
ret ssensions in our native Isle, 
nd leagued with despots to enslave mankind, 
To Britons dearest rights perversely blind. 
The DEBT, 
at — rob oe labouring poor of bread, 
Rents 4: ek toa great amount, 
The Bor § a to his last account; 
ghmonger's idol is no more 
His throat he cut—his tyrannies a % 
re o’er. 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 105 


Oppression weeps—corruption stands aghast, 
That Londonderry thus should breathe his lust, 
While Freedom’s sons exultingly exclaim, 

“‘ May every ruthless tyrant do the same, 
“Or from the gallows may they wing their flight 
«To the dark regions of eternal night.”’ 


BRUTUS. 


Stockton upon Tees, September, 1822. 





COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO ROBERT WAITHMAN, 
ESQ., ALDERMAN, &c. 





SiR, 126, Newgate Street, Dec. 24, 1822, 
I HAVE been informed that you attended here this morning accompa- 
nied by Mr. Payne, the Magistrates’ Clerk, to express your disappro- 
bation of a placard hanging from this shop, charging Mr. Wontner, 
the Gaoler of Newgate, with exercising unwarranted cruelty towards 
Mrs. Wright, when she was committed into his custody. You added, 
that you had been throughout the Gaol, and even to Mrs, Wright 
herself, and had not received the least complaint against Mr. Wont- 
ner, but that Mrs. Wright had admitted she was very comfortable. 
In reply to this, | can refer you to the letter of Mrs. Wright to Mrs. 
Carlile (herewith enclosed), If her statement there made is correct, 
Mr, Wontner is clearly guilty of the charge of cruelty, and which 
would most probably have remained till now had it not been Mrs. 
Wright’s determination tu make a representation to the Sheriffs, who 
manifested more humanity than Mr. Wontner. Since Mrs. Wright 
wrote the aforesaid letter, | have been informed, that she had received 
permission from the Doctor to have a stomach warmer, her friends 
purchased it and tock it to the Gaol, when Mr. Wontner ordered it 
should not be admitted. I am very confident there is no species of 
annoyance which Mr. Wontner, or Mr. Spencer, his relative and de- 
puty, are not capable of exercising towards all those persons who 
Wy - placed in their custody, charged with the same offence as Mrs. 
night. 

In confirmation of the above, I need only relate the case of a bro- 
ther of mine who was illegally arrested on a warrant in my name, 
and as illegally committed to Newgate (bail being ready) for the al- 
leged Sale of an alleged blasphemous libel. He was confined with 
convicted felons, who extorted money from him, as they termed it 
for his footing: indeed, he says, there were nineteen men all of 
whom demanded one pot of beer each. When my brother made his 
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appearance before Mr. Wontner he seemed to exult in the idea of 
having him in his custody, and said to him in an Imperative tone, 
«©Q! you are one of Carlile’s men are you, I will teach you to shew 
respect before you leave here: take him to the back ward,” addres. 
sing himself to a Turnkey. I dear say Mr, Jailor Wontner thought 
his insatiate appetite for malignity and revenge could be somewhat 
satisfied by keeping my brother in his custody, at least a week, but 
Mr, Wontner was disappointed as he was bailed out the following 
morning. 

1am also informed, you said that, ‘‘ Mr. Wontner could not go 
beyond the regulations of the Gaol; that if he had been guilty ofa 
dereliction of duty a complaint should be made io the Magistrates; 
not to stick up a man as guilty of cruelty to the gaze of the public, 
indeed it was not safe for a man to walk the street, he was in danger 
of being knocked down after such a charge was laid to him.” [n 
reply to this, | may be allowed to say, that it is a novelty for those 
connected with Carlile to obtain redress; the only satisfaction ihey 
have is to expose the tricks of those in power to the public: There 
are very few who would be found ready to assist in ameliorating the 
condition of such a personin a Gaol. [am satisfied that you are one 
of these few, but you havein common with others entertained a wrong 
opinion of the humanity of Mr. W ontner. 


I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
J. W. TRUST. 








SELF DEFENCE, OR DEISM VINDICATED. 


With some cursory Remarks on a Pamphlet, called Evidences of 
Christianity. By a Deist. 





‘‘ To think, speak, and act as if God looked on, 
My ereed to make neighbour and self all as one.” 


Tue following remarks were written, on reading a series of letters, 
on the Evidences of Christianity, wherein the Author attempts to 
batter down Deism, with the weapons of a Christian. The writer of 
this, tolerant himself, wishes toleration to others, and equally esteems 
all just men, no matter what may be their creed or religion. He 
trusts the time will come, when mankind shall be permitted to hold 
and avow their opinions on all subjects of public import, unfettered 
and unrestrained; for truth must, and will in the end prevail, ‘The 
pen and the pulpit are, and have been, incessantly employed in de- 
nouncing Deism, imputing motives to the Deist totally incompatible 
























































THE REPUBLICAN. 107 


with his creed; holding him forth as a person dangerous to society, 

who, having no belief in future rewards or punishments, can have no 
leasureable and real satisfaction in practising, or reflecting ona well 

spent life. 

The opinion or belief, or more properly speaking, the reasoning 
faculty of mankind, depends on the organic structure of the body, 
acted upon by education and habit, which in conjunction form what 
is called the mind; therefore similar causes to those which make a 
Christian also make a Deist. _ 

The Deist has as great a veneration for his Maker as the Christian. 
and perhaps a greater cause for the practice of morality, because he 
forms his duty and conduct on deducibie and philosophic grounds: 
the Christian on imaginary ones, 

The Deist having no controul over impressions indelibly fixed by 
Nature, habit and education, on his own mind, recognizes the same 
effects in others, and is too liberal toimpute motives to the Christian, 
which the Christian imputes to him; he can have no desire to en- 
courage crime by lessening the fear of punishment hereafter, nor to 
detract from the hope of future rewards to those who expect and be- 
lieve: his only object is, to add to and increase the happiness of the 
human species, by enlightening the understanding, and abolishing 
for ever the greatest evil that man ever encountered: viz. Priest- 
craft. The Christian orthodox preacher, tells you, that he is éalled 
upon by the Holy Spirit, to teach and practise the precepts of Jesus 
Christ; but, alas! he too frequently overlooks his professed object : 
seemingly afraid, lest his temporal power and emoluments should be 
curtailed by Deism, he launches out into the most uncharitable in- 
vectives and abuse, telling his congregation that the unbelief of the 
Deist arises, from his wickedness and neglect in not reading the 
Bible, and other pious works; and cherishing a belief of eternal 
death, because he is afraid to meet his Maker: that there may be, of 
those called Deists, as well as those, called Christians, some of this 
denomination is very probable; but those orthodox teachers ought 
to know that the true Deist has no fear of the Almighty Power: the 
leelings he entertains, are those of love and admiration, and he never 
attempts to blaspheme his God, by attributing to him the caprice, 
form, fashion, or temper of earthly kings and rulers; in fact, Deis 
teaches industry, tem perance, chastity, and al] the moral duties, ne- 
cessary to be observed in civil society, and a fellow feeling for all 
mankind, 

The Author of the pamphlet before alluded to, has certainly displayed 
considerable talent in historic knowledge, and has discarded a great 
deal of bigotry aud superstition, in respect to religious belief, but he 
Is not a radical reformer, I admire his impartiality, in attacking 
both Paine and Priestcraft, and if he had drawn his conclusions from 
philosophy and nature, instead of history and tradition, he himself 
would have been a Deist. On the subject of revealed religion, he 
evidently leaves the path of nature and loses himself in the dark 
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ral phantoms, he loses his better judgment, and at length falls into 
the gulf of miracles, mysteries, and prophecies, with the aid of these 
three powerful auxiliaries, he attempts to establish this System of re. 
vealed religion. The Deist on the contrary, never leaving the path 
of nature, rejects those auxiliaries altogether, he contends that it j 
preposterous to believe that the Almighty Power would be myster. 
ous in communicating any thing which it was wished and intended aj 
mankind should know and understand; and as for what may be call. 
ed miracles and prophecies, those are within the power ofman. The 
philosopher foretells the result of a certain concatenation of atoms, the 
astronomer foretells an eclipse, and the politician foretells revolution 
and the fall of empires. ‘The power that has made man disposes of 
him, but we have no positive proof what that power is, therefore it is 
presumption in man, to pretend to define, that of which he is utterly 
ignorant, otherwise than by the laws of nature. In the civilized world, 
where a knowledge of right and wrong is implanted in the breast of 
every person of sane mind, and it becomes the duty, * to do unto bis 
neighbour, as he would his neighbour should do unto him,” it also 
becomes his duty to meditate with reverence on the power that sup- 
orts him, but it does not appear a necessary duty, to believe those 
things, which his reasoning powers compel him to disbelieve; therefore 
he fears not the spiritual denunciations of the orthodox believers. Had 
the founders of the Christian religion contented themselves with per- 
mitting Jesus Christ to have been a human being, the organic 
structure of whose body, creating a mind, capable of developing a 
system, pure and good, and which, from its purity and goodness, 
was certain to prevail over all obstacles and difficulties, then, might 
they have called it revealed religion, because God was the author of 
his existence. In like manner the Almighty Power revealed a knov- 
ledge of mathematics to Euclid, philosophy to Newton, the electric 
fluid to Franklin, and Chemistry to Lavoisier, Sy 

It may be contended that miracles, mysteries and prophecies were | 
necessary in the dark ages, to establish the religion of Jesus Christ, . 
perhaps it might have been so, but does not the requiring a belief of 
those things in eulightened ages, make Deists ? 

It is asked, how the Jews could have any knowledge of one God 
except by revelation, and why they preserve their system of religion, 
and continue to be a wandering tribe, aud asit were a distinct species 
of human beings to thisday? Those things may be easily accounted 
for without the aid of miracles, mysteries, or prophecies; for the ‘ 
Same great power that gave knowledge to Jesus Christ, gave know- | : 
ledge to Moses, and the same chain of ideas which constituted the mind ™ 
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of Moses, have continued to exist to the present day, for the race of 
Jews 18 yet pure and uncontaminated, had they mixed and intermat 
8 — people of other nations, the Mosaic structure would have < 
een changed, and the whole tribe of Israelites, changed and ad 
air Lar would long since have been extinct &. 
t is fart im the me seal Es 
oiaa met wi a in the pamphlet, that the existence of God, <f ( 
een discovered in the book of nature; 1 deny this 
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hypothesis, for in contemplating the creation of the sun, the moon, 
the stars, and all animated nature, the most unlettered rational being 
must be satisfied, they are not the works of man, but of some great 
power beyond his conception or comprehension, and that great 
power Is, what WE call God ; of whose form, locality, or essence, the 
most profound philosopher, or the most pious divine, is as ignorant 
as the untutored savage. 

Having concluded my intended remarks, I shall now attempt fo con- 
trast orthodox Christianity with pure Deism, for it is contended by 
Christians that their system of religion is far superior to all others, and 
the best calculated to ensure happiness here and hereafter. Orthodox 
Christiavity requires you to believe that Moses and David were good 
men: that a whale or some other great fish, swallowed Jonah, and 
cast him up alive on the third day afterwards: that the Almighty is 
a jealous God, changeable in his mind, apparently cruel and vindic- 
tive, authorizing indiscriminately, men, women, and children, to be 
put to death, by the hands of men, threatening with eternal punish- 
ment all those who want fuz‘h and do not believe in the recorded his- 
tory of the Jewish nation, and dooming to inevitable destruction all 
those who sin and do not sincerely repent. 

Christians, where is your boasted happiness? Can a Christian be 
truly happy in his own preservation only? Has he no thought about 
the happiness of his child, his relative, or his friend? Master of his 
own destiny, has he no feeling or regard for the destiny of others? 
Though satisfied with what he considers the necessary duties to be 
observed for his own salvation; is he assured that those who should 
be as dear to him as his own life, are prepared to meet death like 
himself? If not, then the orthodox Christian cannot pussess happi- 
ness and peace of mind in this world: but should the hand of death 
prematurely close the earthly career of the profligate child without 
giving time for repentance, then must he be miserable to the end of 
his existence. 

The Deist, emerging from the conflicting chaos of bigotry, super- 
Stition, fanaticism, idolatry, tradition, and credulity, of past and 
present ages, undauntedly rears his head, and, on principles rational 
and philosophic, challenges to combat the dogmas of both ancient 
and modern mythologists: hitherto he has been answered by an 
Attorney General, a Soci-ty for the alleged purpose of Suppressing 
Vice, or a Bridge Street Gang. 

The Deist believes in an Almighty Power, which frames the Uni- 
verse, creates all animated nature, governing with infizite and 
undeviating power every atom connected therewith. He believes 
that this Almighty Power has placed man in the first order of animat- 
ed nature giving him a power capable of progressive and infinite 
intellectual improvement, rendering him capable of exploring and 
developing the hidden secrets of nature, and making things, now in- 
compreheusible, comprehensible. 

Shall the expansive mind of man be for ever chained to the legends 
of dark ages? Shall his intellectual powers, improved by time and 
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civilization, shall his unwearied search after truth and knowledge |, 
stayed in its glorious career by being compelled to believe th 
histories of anignorant and barbarous nation? Forbid it nature! 
The Deist believes in the volume of nature only; the Christi 
believes in the book of man, and asa proof of its authenticity, asgey; 
that it has been attested by the greatest of men in all ages. Now, | 
the Christian will take the trouble to look intoa book called “Gly. 7 in 
ville on Witches” publisbed in the 16th century, he will findg | 7 an 
belief in witches, ghosts, spisits, and devils, attested by divine 
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magistrates, judges, and other great men: and in the 18th century, = ne 
he will find that the divinity of Johanna Southcote was believed); a 
20,000 of her followers. Seeing the credulity of man in those com | o@ Ol 
paratively enlightened ages, is it a crime in the sceptic to doubt th it 
truth of the miraculous tales told eighteen centuries ago. Dom ti 

But the Christian says ‘* you must have faith: you must believe; pp 
you are not earnest in the search of truth, you must pray toGody sh 
give you faith, or you will be damned.” The calm and philosophic © 7 it 
Deist unintimidated by such spiritual denunciations, answers: “The it 
Almighty Power that gave me existence, granted me amind capablei ft 


reasoning and reflecting: | have excited those faculties calmly ani 
impartially, free from prejudice, and with a determination to be opm 4 N 
to conviction, and the more I read and study what is called Koy -  g 
Writ, the more f am confirmed in Deism.’’ listances have happenei r 
where the Deist in health has become a Christian in sickness, but) h 
this proves nothing, for when the body is enervated, the mind aos 2 
encrvated, and the resuit is fanaticism. . } 
The Christian teaches you to believe that the Deist, or infidel, # J 
he cails him, is a very dangerous character, who having no belief 
future rewards or punishments, sees no necessity for moral restraii, 
except as regards his present personal safety, and that if Christiamly 
was generally disbelieved, the social compact between manandma 
would be destroyed, aud unbounded licentiousness having no spit | 
tual controul, the civilized world would again retrograde into a siatt 
of barbarism, | 
Stop Christian, and you will yet learn that pure Deism would har 
a quite contrary effect, and instead of loosening the bonds of socitly, 
it would draw closer the ciyil compact and give oreater encourage =| 
ment to the practice of morality than your favoured system has ye 
done. You tell us that your system of religion is so simple andes) 
to understand, that we may run and read, when at the same tilt ~~ 
there are more than fifty different sects with their interpreters, ane 
tators, and commentators, all torturing their ingenuity in expounil | 
ing and explaining passages obscure and undefinable, each pat 
saying: we are night, and you are wrong; punishing with fine ab! 
imprisonment, any one daring enough to impugn their creed, au 
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The Christian also tells you that eternal punishment awaits the 
sinner after death, can he reconcile this with the belief of a just, 
benevolent and merciful God? Does he not know that the infliction 
of punishment would be barbarous and unnecessary torture, except 
to prevent the repetition of crime by the person punished, or as an 
example to others; can a dead person repeat a crime, or can a liv- 
ing one bear witness of the fact of punishment ? But we are told so, 
and that is enough. 

Christianity teaches us to believe that the sincerely repentant sin- 
ner shall be forgiven, but may not this be a dangerous doctrine; like 
a two edged sword, it cuts both ways, it is a bane and an antidote: 
on the bed of death, it is a comfort and humanity ; on the contrary 
it may be considered as a negative inducement for the sinner to con- 
tinue sinning; who, in the full expectation of forgiveness at any 
period before death, may continue in crime, until the latest period of 
his existence, and the murdering villain stained with the blood of his 
immolated victims, may resign his life with a tranquillity in respect 
to a future state, equal to that of the best of men, if he but prays 
forgiveness. 

The Deist, acting on the principles of pure Deisin, has no induce- 
ment to sin; he does not attempt to cover or to balance the trans- 
gressions in a life, which ‘* flesh is heir to,’’ with the mantle of 
repentance; he has other and surer grounds for his government: 
he believes that man never dies, he believes that the organic structure 
and vital principle of his first parents continue to exist until the race 
is extinct, and that all animated nature_continues to exist whilst the 
power of reproduction continues, Having this for his creed, he finds 
that he is made for this world, and to enjoy happiness he must 
strictly observe the moral duties necessary for the peace and comfort 
of himzetf and civilized man; and to enjoy the pleasing satisfaction 
of being worthy the esteem of his fellow man, he must be just, vir- 
tuous, temperate, and industrious, these principles both by precept 
and example, he inculeates on his offspring, as the means-of happi- 
ness. 

To illustrate the text of the foregoing observations, I shall take 
the liberty of stating a plain and familiar example: Suppose a hum- 
ble mechanic, throwing away the trammels of superstition and just 
entering into life on the principies of pure Deism: being fully satis- 
fied that his present happiness and future reward, or punishment, 
depend on his own conduct, he must feel it his duty to pursue the 
path of morality as the only passport to happiness and comfort. 
Encouraged and esteemed by his peighbours, and cautious in his 
proceedings, he engages in a provident marriage, finding the want of 
education in himself, he takes care that his children shall not want 
it, and by precept and example inculcates bis principles on the 
minds of his offspring. Looking forward with a view of improving 
his situation, he apprentices his child to some trade superior to his 
own, The principles and practice of the Father being continued in 
the child of each succeeding generation, it may fairly be presumed 
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112 THE REPUBLICAN. 
that the vital principle of the poor mechanic well cultivated, may 
animate the frame of a nobleman. 
Reverse the picture and suppose a nobleman (so called) disre- 
garding his moral duties, and whose principles and conduct are 
diametrically opposite to those of the poor mechanic, 1s it preposte- 
rous to suppose that the vital principles which animates the body of 
a nobleman to day, may not animate the body of a pedlar at sonie 


future period ? 
“Sic transit gloria Mundi.” 


It may be said that the Deist’s doctrine of future rewards and punish- 
ments can only embrace a certain proportion of mankind, This toa 
superficial observer may seem valid, but on a deeper investigation it 
will be found applicable to all, but not in an equal degree. In the 
immediate line of succession there is a double tie, this of course will 
be gradua!ly lessened according to the distance of consanguinity 
until the track is lost in the mass of mankind. 

But the Deist believing that the original parents of mankind con- 
tinue to exist, considers all men as brothers, and feels interested 
both in their present and future state. 

Let the Christian preacher, before he again denounces Deism, re- 
flect; let him figure to bis imagination a nation of Deists whose minds 
have not been contaminated with the dogmas of priests and fanatics: 
whose principle and belief are formed on the unerring basis of nature 
which the Almighty Power has so plenteously bestowed, let him re- 
collect that the Deist considers all men as brothers, to inflict a pain 
on any one of whom is, in fact, inflicting a pain on himself; and let 
him be told that itis in such a society as this only in which imen 
can be happy. 

Contrast the various nations on the face of the earth with the hap- 
py nation of Deists: see the fiends, bigotry, superstition, fanaticism, 
idolatry, priestcraft, and ignorance eternally waging bloody war 
against the human species, See them blaspheme the Almighty 
Power, attributing to it the pastimes and prejudices of earthly tyrants, 
a to impose a belief that the sacrifice is for the glory of 

od, 

See the fierce and sanguinary Turk bewildered by Superstition, 
hnrling destruction on the unoffending Christian; see the African and 
Asiatic sunk in bigotry, idolatry, and ignorance, and see the Chris- 
than buoyed up between hope and fear, existing in a state of perpe- 
tual uncertainty, Let the Christian teacher think of those things 
and be silent. 

lt was intended to have closed those remarks here, had the profes- 
sing Christian confined himself to theological charges only, but 
atraid of defeat, he necessarily calls to his aid other powers, and 
em the Deist with manifesting a Spirit of disaffection towards the 

voverument, and of being an enemy to his Gid, to his King, and to 
his Country, 0: Christian where is thy blush? O! Christian where 
is thy religion? Are these the principles which the meek and humble 
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Jesus taught thee? or dost thou shelter thyself, under the holy com- 
pact of Church and State? ; 

Had Deism not taught charity and forbearance to its votaries, the 
charges might have been thrown back at thee, with contemptuous 
indifference, and with, at least, a semblance of truth. 

Know then, vain Christian, that the Deist is an entire stranger 
to Hypocrisy and its conconnitant attendants : Like the late benevo- 
lent Howard, he studies the happiness of mankind in the aggregate, 
and does not lend himself for private emolument, to the service of 
others; and would scorn to lend his aid to enrich a thousand by im- 

overishing a million. 

The Deist subjects himself to the laws of his country, would praise 
the virtues of a monarch, and would fearlessly censure his vices! he 
would applaud and uphold any set of men, whose intentions and 
efforts were manifestly exercised for the benefit of a majority of the 
population of the country. 

Let the good but timid part of the people, be no longer deceived by 
the ** machinations of designing men.” Let the mask of duplicity 
and hypocrisy, which hides many a designing heart, be removed, 
then place the professing Christian in the balance, with a pure Deist, 
and see who ** kicks the beam.”’ 

It is not by any means intended to insinuate that there are not 
good Christians as well as good.Deists; for there can be no doubt, 
but that some Christians are really -good men, and it would be sup- 
posing too much, to require Diogenes with his lantern to find such a 
man, 

To conclude, the Deist is, in fact, the friend of universal man. 
duplicity and hypocrisy are his detestation; he speaks what he 
thinks, and thinks as he speaks; he is the friend of every institution, 
which he believes to be calculated and intended to diffuse the great- 
est portion of happiness on mankind in general, he is the enemy of 
tyranny and oppression; he is the enemy of superst!.ion and idolatry, 
hecan smile at and pity the follies of mankind, anc could drop a tear 
of compassion on their ignorance and credulity. 

Stockton, December 1822. 
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CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE LIFE OF 
ST. PAUL. 


(Continued from page 41.) 





CHAP. III. 


Of the Authority of the Councils, of the Fathers of the Church, 
and of Tradition. 


It is only in the Fathers of the Church, and the Councils, 
that we can find the proofs of the authenticity of the Chris- 
tian traditions, and according to the proofs which re- 
main it appears, that they only approved or rejected 
opinions, as they found them favourable or injurious to 
the interests of the party which they bad embraced. Every 
ecclesiastical writer, and every assembly of Bishops, adopt- 
ed as canonical the writings in which they found their own 
particular dogmas, the others they treated as apocryphal or 
suppositious. A slight acquaintance with the writings of 
the Fathers, will show us that we cannot rely on them 
for any facts; we shall find that their books are filled 
with negligences, tales, impertinences and falsehoods; we 
shall see them buried in the thickest darkness of superstition 
and prejudice. Every word announces their incredulity or 
their insincerity. St. Clement the Roman, believed the 
fable of the phoenix reviving from its ashes, and cites it asa 
proof of the resurrection. 

Papias, who was the master of St. Ireneus, was, in the 
opinion of Eusebius himself, a man of weak mind, a fabulous 
author, who had contributed to lead many men into error, 
and amongst others St. Ireneus who was bis disciple, whom 
Eusebius regards as a very credulous man, though he was 
the first ecclesiastical historian of note. It is not surprising 
that those who have followed such guides have fallen into 
error. 

On the other side, we should never finish, were we to el- 
ter into a detail of the excesses committed by the Fathers of 
the Church and the Councils: their bistory would only 
serve to prove their ambition, their pride, their infatuation, 
their seditious spirit, their cheats, their intrigues, and their 
cruelties in the persecutions which they excited against their 
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adversaries. It is nevertheless on the probity and on the 
knowledge of these great personages that we are called to 
rely! It is pretended that it is from them that we hold the 

ure oracles of truth; must we then take lessons of mild- 
ness, of charity, of holiness, from the writings of some fac- 
tious individuals, who were perpetually quarrelling and 
treating their adversaries with the utmost cruelty, whose 
works were filled with gall, whose conduct it is admitted 
even by their own friends and ad mjrers, was almost always 
unjust, violent, and criminal? How can it be expected that 
we should find any point of unity in the canons and decrees 
of assemblies agitated by intrigue, discord, and animosity ? 
How cap weregard as saints, and infallible doctors, as per- 
sons worthy of our confidence, perverse men, continually in- 
volved in disputations with others, and in contradictions 
with themselves? What guide, can we expect to find in 
turbulent priests whose ambition, avarice, and intriguing and 
persecuting spirit are every where visible? It is only neces- 
sary to read ecclesiastical history to be convinced that the 
picture which we have drawn of the Councils and Fathers 
isno ways exaggerated. | 

On the other hand the writers and Councils on whose au- 
thority, Christians are called upon to found their belief, do, 
inall their traditions, but blindly follow and copy each other ; 
we see them devoid of the arts of reasoning, of logic, and of 
criticism ; hence their works are found filled with fables, 
Vulgar errors, and forgeries. Is it possible to believe the 
traditions of such a man as St. Jerome, who in his life of 
St. Anthony, assures us that this holy man had a conference 
with satyrs with goats feet? Do we not justly doubt the 
sincerity of St. Augustine, when he says, “that he had seena 
nation composed of men, who had eyes in the middle of 
their stomach 2?” Are such authors more entitled to credit, 
than those of Robinson Crusoe, and of the Thousand and One 
Nights ? pomgrae 
_ Supposing even, that at the commencement of Christian- 
ity, there had been authentic books in which the actions 
and the discourses of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, had been 
faithfully related, should we be justified in supposing that 
they have been handed down to us such as they were ori- 
suually ? Prior to the invention of printing, it was doubtless 
much easier to impose upon the public than it is now, and 
notwithstanding, we see that the Press gives currency to in- 
humerable falsehoods. 

‘The spirit of party causes every thing to be adopted, that 
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is useful to its own cause. That granted, how easy was it, 
for the beads of the Church, who were once the only guar- 
dians of the holy books, either from pious fraud, ora deter- 
mined wish to deceive, to insert falsehoods, and articles of 
faith, in the books entrusted to their care. 

The learned Dodwell admits, that the books, which com- 
pose the New ‘Testament, did not appear in pablic, until at 
least 100 Years after Christ. If this fact be certain how 
shall we convince ourselves, that they existed prior to this 
time? These books were solely entrusted to the care of the 
e clesiastical gentry, till the third or fourth century, that 
is to say, to the guardianship of men, whose conduct was 
universally regulated by self interest and party spirit, and 
who possessed neither the probity nor knowledge requisite 
for discovering the truth, or of transmitting it, in its original 
pu ity. Thus, each doctor had the power of making such 
holy books, as he pleased, and when, under Constantine, the 
Christians saw themselves supported by the Emperor, th ir 
chiefs were able to accept, and cause to be accepted as 
authentic, aud of rejecting as apocryphal, such booksas suited 
their interest, or did not agree with the prevailing doctrine. 
But were we even sure of the authenticity of the books, 
which the church of this day adopts, we are nevertheless, 
without any other guarantee of the authority of the scrip- 
tures than the books themselves. Is tbere a history which 
has the right to prove itself by itself? Can we rely upon 
Witnesses who give no other proof of what they advance 
than their own words? Yet the first Christians have ren- 
dered themselves famous, by their deceptions, their factions, 
and their frauds, which are termed pious when they tend to 
the advantage of religion. Have not these pious falsehoods 
been ascribed to the works of Jesus Christ himself and to the 
Apostles his successors ?. Have we not, in their manner, sy- 
billine verses, which are evidently all Christian prophecies, 
made afterwards, and often copied word for word into the 
Old and New Testament ? If it had pleased the Fathers at 
the council of Nice, to regard these prophecies as divinely 
inspired, what or who should have prevented them from in- 
serting them into the canon of the Scriptures? And from 
that the Christians would not have failed to regard them in 
the present day, as indubitable proofs of the truth of their 
religion. 

If the Christians at the commencement of Christianity, 
x.ve credit to works filled with reveries, such as the Shep- 
herd of Hermas, the Gospel of the Infancy, the Letter of 
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Jesus Christ to Algarus, what confidence can we have in 
such of their books as reinain? Can we flatter ourselves, 
with having even these such as they were originally written? 
How can we at the present time, distinguish the true from 
thefalsein books, in which enthusiasm, roguery and credulity 
pervade every page. . 

Since the gospels themselves fail in the proofs neces- 
sary to establish their authenticity, and the truth of the facts, 
which they relate, I do not see that the epistles of St. Paul, or 
the Acts of the Apostles, enjoy in this respect a greater ad- 
vantage. If the first Christians had no difficulty in attribut- 
ing works to Jesus, would they have been over scrupulous, 
in doing the same to his apostles, or in making for them, 
romantic legends, which length of time has caused to pass 
for respectable books? If a body of powerful men, had it 
in their power, to command the credulity of the people, 
and found it their interest, they would succeed, at the end 
of afew centuries, in estaklishing the belief, that the ad- 
ventures of Don Quixote were perfectly true, and that the 
prophecies of Nostradamus were inspirations of the divinity . 
By means of glossaries, commentaries and allegories, we 
may find and prove whatever we desire; however glaring 
an imposture may be, it may by the aid of time, deception, 
and force, pass in the end for a truth, which it is not 
permitted todoubt. Determined cheats supported by public 
authority may cause ignorance, which is always credulous 
to believe whatever they choose, especially by persuading 
it that there is merit in not perceiving inconsistencies, con- 
tradictions, and palpable absurdities, and that there is danger 
iD reasoning. 
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TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, THE APOSTLE OF CIVIL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


—_————— —_——- -- 


Beverley, 10th December, in the 1822 
Year of our Comnion Era. 

ALEXANDER, of Macedon, is said to have slept upon the poems of 
Hower, that night and day he might be conversant with his martial 
instructions : but you, Sir, prompted by no less a zeal than his, and 
motives far more honourable, in evil and in good report, in liberty 
and in bondage; yours has been the God-like task, hot to teach man 
to plunge the dagger into his brother’s breast, to gratify the caprice 
of some vile oppressor; but to lead him back to Nature ; to render 
Reason dear to him; and to dispel the clouds and darkness of Su- 
perstition, which conceal the only way proper to conduct him to that 
happiness which he desires. Instead of shedding tears that there 
were no more worlds to conquer and human beings to exterminate, I 
find you mourn the restrictions on Free Discussion, and only ask the 
Liberty of the Press and a clear stage, to stop the progress of error, 
to elevate mankind to a use of his rights and privileges, and to chace 
the hag Superstition to the shades of eternal night! ~That you may 
finally succeed is the fervent wish of your Correspondent. 

L have, Nir, for some time had a wish to address you, but the 
hurry of business, domestic affairs, and the uncertainty that my cor- 
respondence might get safe to your hands, has prevented it until the 
present. Having taken your * Republican” from its commence- 
ment, and also every other work you have published in the interim, 
1 am led to say, that | have admired the manly fortitude you have 
displayed during the destroying blast of Persecution, and have be- 
held with astonishment the glorious stand you have made against the 
powerful phalanx which has attacked you: yet, as your maxims are 
those of truth and justice, | am convinced that they will ultimately 
triumph over falsehood and oppression ; and that future ages will 
venerate your name, whilst on the page of the impartial historia 
you will rank with the Hampdens, the Sidneys, the Lockes, the 
Humes, and patriots of our times. By your direful incarceration 
and heavy fines, thousands have been weaned from the standard of 
Corruption ; and the disciples of Despotism and Fanaticism even 
stand appalled at the vindictive sentence, by which you may fairly 
infer, that the cause of Liberty is as much beholden to its enemies as 
to its friends in the rapid progress it is making through the world. 
Therefore, as a small mark of my esteem for the patriotic manner 10 
which yourself and your incarcerated family have discharged your 
nore than duties to render mankind free from the shackles of Priest 
and Kingcraft, | herewith enclose and have to beg your acceptance 
of One Guinea, and only regret that circumstances will not allow me 
to do more at the present. Conscious of my inability to address you 
on the subject of your present imprisonment in terms sufficiently €x- 
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pressive of my abhorrence. of the merciless tyrants who still detain 
you; yet, Sir, | have to beg your indulgence of a few ohservations 
as my mite towards facilitating peaceably that revolution in the 
minds of men already far advanced in defection to the despicable 
tenets of implicit faith and passive obedience; and glad am I that 
Reason is penetrating the gloomy shade of Superstition, unveiling 
to mankind the web-like mysteries of purblind Bigotry and frantic 
Zeal. 

Christianity being declared a part of the law of the land, for pub- 
lishing your opinions against which you have suffered a long con- 
fnement ; and whereas (according to the dogmas of Parson Malthus) 
the population of this kingdom is increasing in too great a ratio for 
the means of their subsistence, it would be well if our Task-masters 
were to establish a test for the assent or the dissent of every adult, 
such as, ** Do you solemnly believe that one individual is three in- 
dividuals; that one undivided agent is three undivided agents; and 
that, as subsisting in one undivided substance, they are altogether in 
that respect but one undivided agent ? Do you believe in the incar- 
nation of God; in transubstantiation, consubstantiation, or the real 
presence ; in predestination ; free-will; in bypostatic union; in in- 
finite satisfaction ; in virgin conception, or that the mother of Christ 
was as much a virgin after her delivery as before the conception, &c, 
&e.?” Now, Sir, if all persons who would not swallow or sign such 
belief or test were to be sent to the shades, or to the Devil, or, as a 
more mild punishment, sent to work in the colonies, or to be eaten 
by the Caffres, then would the calculations of the humane Parson 
Malthus be fulfilled, and the long-talked-of, long-looked-for glorious 
millennium arrive at last in this island, as nothing but sound ortho- 
dox Christianity, with a Clogher at its head, would be in request 
amongst the people. " 

Religion, now being the law of the land, is not natural to man, 
but is esteemed necessary to Governments and Princes, who, whether 
they themselves have believed any religion or no, have established it 
as a form of religion, and will that their subjects should obey it. If 
any religion be natural to man, it must be the Law of Nature, by 
which I mean universal reason and equity; this isthe candle lighted 
up In every breast to guide and shine perpetually ; this is the funda- 
mehtal law of the universe. A man who proceeds on this principle 
is his own rule, for he acts in agreement with the noblest and most 
valuable part of his nature. This man’s honesty is essential to, and 
inseparable from him, not precarious and uncertain, aud owing 
merely to chance or occasion ; for this light is born with, and bred 
In US, a piece of our fraine and constitution, and from thence obtains 
the name of Nature, and the Law of Nature. The obligation of it is 
lasting and inviolable; the equity and reason of it are eternal, writ- 
ten in large and indelible characters—no accident can deface them, 
no length of time waste or wear them out, It is a religion for men 
of sense, for philosephers, for honest men, free from blind mazes aud 
Studied intricacies of Priests. It despises apish gestures and exter- 
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nal buffoonery. In short, this is the religion of Charity. When I 
- am told that God from the beginning gave man a religion, 1 ask, 
was that religion imperfect or pe:fect? Can. a religion, absolutely 
perfect, admit of any alteration, or be capable of addition or diminu- 
tion and not be as immutabie as the author of it? If Ged has given 
mankind a Jaw, he must have given them likewise sufficient means of 
knowing it. Can revelation, so much insisted on, therefore add any 
thing to a religion thus absoluteiy perfect? They who dssert to the 
coutrary, make the all-powerful God a whimsical humourous bemg 
like themselves, The Almighty is infinitely happy in his own per- 
fections, and cainot receive pleasure from such things as we are, 
The generality of mankind not only believe that in worshipping God 
they do him real service, but think he is extremely uneasy if public 
worship is not performed in such a manner. ‘They make their court 
to heaven, and highly oblige an Omnipotent ‘Being in destroying 
those of his eneniies who presume, without their license, to worship 
him agreeable to their own will. To imagine that God needs our 
service and requires thei to serve his own interest, is to blaspheme 
his all-sufficiency, and suppose him a poor, indigent being, who for 
want of perfect satisfaction within himself, is forced to roam abroad 
ye and raise taxes on his creatures to enrich and supply himself. It is, 
Sir, allowed, and is an infallible maxim, that no man believes because 
he has a mind to do so, but because his judgment being convinced, 
he cannot choose, but believe, whether he will or no; or, if t have 
not sufficient evideuce, 4 am net bound to believe, and if | have, | 
cannot choose, but believe. Therefore, belicf or disbelief can nei- 
ther be a virtue or a crime in any one who uses the best means in his 
power of being informed. Where is the merit or piety of a neces- 
sary assent if itis not evident? Consequently, faith, so much in- 
w sisted upon by Priests, is no virtue, nor unbelief a crime. 

Therefore 1 assert, that religion is a voluntary thing ; it can no 
more be forced by sect or party than reason or memory can. To be 
devout is au absurdity, and it is ridiculous in others to hope to make 
us SO in spite of ourselves, We have no more power over the appe- 
tites of others than over their consciences. Neither a man’s mind 
nor his palate can be subject to the jurisdiction of another, and who- 
ever takes upon himself to regulate toy throat or stomach, and direct 
me how much to swallow, may with reason assume dominion over the 
other offices of Nature, and dictate how much | ought to discharge. 

As I have before observed, you are suffering for denying the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion ; now, Sir, 1 think that there are but 
few men who will not agree with me when I state, that every religion 
is but a system of opinions and of conduct, founded upon notions, 
true or false, of the Deity. But, Sir, to form a right notion of that 
system, it is necessary to examine its principles. We are told that 
the Christian religion is founded upon particular revelations ; now, 
I say, a particular revelation to a particular people discovers a par- 
tial God, who as if incapable to extend his bounty to the whole, con- 
fines it to a part,—Revelation, in this case, does not prove the guod- 
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ness of God, but the caprice of a - being like ourselves. It is be- 
lieved, or asserted aniongst the Christians, that this wonderful book 
containing those wonderful revelations, commonly called the Bible, 
was wrote uader the immediate direction and inspiration of the Al- 
mighty, and hence the book is as generally accounted most sacred 
and holy: nevertheless, there is too much reason to think that this 
general acknowledgment of its sacredness and its: sanctity is rather 
the effect of a blind asselt to its divine authority, than of any con- 
viction of its real contents. The important question then is, How is 
the Bible divinely inspired, and where are we to look for the proofs 
and fulness of its inspiration, and what is it that constitutes the d‘vi- 
nity of the book called the Bible? The Bible is a miscellaneous 
book, from whence crazed or designing men, by joining or disjoin- 
ing, by various readings, corrupt or ignorant translations, by far- 
fetched interpretations, by trifling and. knavish distinctions, meta- 
physical subtilties, no definitions, but shifting the significations of 
words as they have occasion, by -alende to ancient ‘customs, and 
other theological systems of reasoning, many of the most contra- 
dictory religions are pretended to be deduced from. this book ; and 
if ‘the Priests were let alone they would find a thousand more, and 
burn for them all, (1 mean other people). 

tn looking at the Bible, I find the Jehovah of the Jews whospeaks // 
is always at variance with himself; | see everywhere a powerful 
God, whose projects never succeed ; an immutable God, who is ever 
changing ; ; an omnipotent God, yet always taken by surprize; a 
wise God, whose designs are always disappointed ; a God sufficient 
to his own happiness, yet always jealous; a God of perfection, yet 
making imperfections ; a God who first approves of what he has 
done, and then repents ; finally, a God who consents that the Devil 
(the creature of his own hand) should circumvent him in all his pro- 
jects. The Bible contains, from the beginning to the end, the his- 
tory of a people that were styled the chosen of God; a people who 
were, beyond example, the most diabolical, the most inhuman, and, 
not undeserved, ihe most unfortunate race that ever existed, Yet 
they were styled the chasen people of God! I cannot find any mo- 
tive for his adopting the Jews unless it was for the length of their 
beards! Yet they despised both God and his Prime Minister, Moses. 
A million of Priests have been kept in pay for the best part of 1800 
-years to teach and reform the world, and it is not yet more reformed, 
or better taught, than when they began, but, on the contrary, grows 
worse. / 

The Christian religion has been but a rotten prop to morality, for, 
under the cloak of it, what numerous mischiefs have been com- 
mitted? The cross of Christ has been the banner under which mad- 
men have assembled both with Priests and Kings to glut the earth 
with blood! Cupidity, the daughter of Ignorance, has struck man- 
kind with stupor! The prejudice of Education has generally given , 
implicit credit to the ravings of Enthusiasm! To preserve religion, 
taxes upon taxes have been laid! To preserve religion, millions 
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have been slain! To preserve religion, the loom has been abandoned, 
the plough forsaken, nations famished, and commerce ruined! To 
preserve religion, Liberty must be sacrificed and Tyranny has been 
raised on her altars! To preserve religion; ** The Rights of Man” 
have been trampled down, and a huge and uncouth column to 
Intolerance erected on the ruins! 

I believe, Sir, and firmly believe, what Reason bids me; and with 
respect to our state beyond the grave, nothing can be said with cer- 
tainty, whether the soul is separated from the body, or not, or if so, 
whether it can think or act: but this uncertainty disturbs me not. 
Was I unhappy before I was born? Why, then, should I deem iny- 
self unhappy if I must cease to be, and return to my former non- 
entity ? Whether futurity be to me an eternal sleep, or continuation 
of existence, lL eare not. If the Creator of all things has destined 
man for the latter, 1 am convinced that I too shall enjoy such happi- 
ness. While this is the state of my mind, the Old Fellow with his 
scythe may come when he will! Probably he will not find that I 
shall receive him with a smile, though 1 certainly shall with sere- 
nity, if my machine be so far worn out as not to be too sensible of 
the pain attending its destruction. 


Why should I shrink to dwell amongst the dead, 
When every night I lie entomb'd in bed ? 

Why dread that sheet should wind me when I die, 
In which alive 1’m not alarmd to lie ? 

Why not, resign’d, of all below take leave, 

And, quite compos’d, undress me for the grave ? 
To die is landing on some silent shore, 

Where billows never beat, nor tempests roar, 

Ere well we feel the friendly stroke, ’tis o’er. 


Espousing these sentiments, and rejecting every servile prostitu- 
tion of moral, religious, and political justice, | hope yet to see ** the 
portentous comet of the Rights of Man’’ revolving on the axle of 
Truth, irresistibly hurrying out of its vortex the enemies of Civil 
and Religious Liberty. 

Sir, I am afraid that I have spun out this letter to too great a 
length, longer than I at first intended; yet if you find it worthy of a 
place in your “ Republican,” | shall feel myself proud of the honour 
you do me, and, at the same time, shall be happy to have any reply 
or observation you may please to make thereon. I also have to in- 
form you that I am in possession of an old book which I should be 
very glad if you had it, it is entitled ‘* Stephens’ World of Won- 
ders,’’ printed in London, 1607, folio, containing the greatest ex- 
posure of Priestcraft that 1 ever saw ip one work. If you should be 
at a loss for a little matter for the pages of ‘* The Republican,” I 
shall be happy to.furnish you with a few extracts from the work oc- 


-easionally. 1 find that the Bishop of Clogher is not the first person 


in clerical orders who has been guilty of sodomy, for in the cathedrals 
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of Canterbury, Chichester, and other sanctified places, the game had 
been carried on by whole troops of Priests and Abbots. 

As I have hitherto been an admirer of your firmness in trial, I trust 
I shall not lose sight of your future endeavours; and I trust that 
your name, and the liberty of Britons, will soon be incorporated in 
the heart of every patriot. Go on, Sir, to demand Universal Free- 
dom and Annual Parliaments, which is to man as the annual revolu- 
tion round the sun is to the earth we inhabit—ConsrrvaTor or 
Lire, Lieut, AND Beauty. As you advance in years, Sir, may 
you feel the happiness of mutual love and peace in your family ! 
May a long and agreeable old age let you see your children multiply- 
ing the race of virtuous men. And that you may triumph over all 
your enemies is the fervent wish of 


Yours, most respectfully, 
J. D. DAWSON. 


TO MR. J. D. DAWSON, BEVERLEY, YORK- 
| SHIRE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gao], Jan. 4, 1823. 
I HAVE scarcely need to tell you, that I derive pleasure and 
feel additional strength from the open support of every new 
friend. The time is now come when every one who thinks 
with me on matters of politics and religion should speak 
out. An effort will be made in the next Session of Parlia- 
ment to put a stop to all further persecution for matters of 
opinion, and to obtain the sanction of the Legislature for the 
unqualified right of Free Discussion, This is the only ra- 
tional attempt. yet made to progress with the cause of Re- 
form; and this point every honest man will openly sup- 
port, in or out of Parliament. ‘The cry has been, “ Let us 
get Reform first, and Free Discussion will be sure to fol- 
low.” This is what is commonly called putting the cart 
before the horse, or rather, expecting the cart to roll on 
without the necessary impulse. Radical Reform can only 
come out of Free Discussion, and that discussion will work 
its way out of Parliament as well as in it, or with or with- 
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out its sanction. The effort to be made in Parliament is 
not to be upon the old principle of petitioning till the table 
of the House groans, but a Membef is about to bring the 
matter forward in the House of Commons, and those may 
support him with their voices who think proper to do it. 
It behoves every Christian, particularly dissenters from the 
Established Church, to petition for Free Discussion and a 
cessation of persecution for opinion: but, as an individual, 
(Anti-Cbristian) I know that the strength of my cause is 
such, that it does not need to be supported by prayer. I 
shall pray for a restoration of my property and liberty ; 
but, as a Deist or Materialist, I shall never pray to be tule- 
rated, but practise I'ree Discussion and let its enemies find 
out the folly of persecuting it, or of attempting to put it 
down. | 

The general sentiments of your letter I approve, but there 
are some words used which are questionable. The human 
mind is scarce anywhere bold enough to utter such truths as 
it feels, unless it be done anonymously. I often so far feel 
myself circumvented by laws and prejudices, that I dare 
not speak out what truth dictates; not from fear of impri- 
sonments or fines, but from a desire not yet to have my life 
taken away by the Tyrants who oppress us; from a con- 
viction, that 1 shall be able to do more good by living than 
by courting death in the cause of human liberty. 

** Stephens’ World of Wonders” I have never seen, but if 
you think it likely to give me information, I shall be glad if 
you will forward it through the medium of Mr. Jackson, of 
Hull, to my London address, 5, Water Lane, Fleet Street, 
or 201, Strand. It shall find its way back to Beverley in a 
few months. I am not partial to the giving of extracts from 
any work in “ The Republican.” Every thing that is 
really good I wish to lay before the public as a whole; but 
from a large volume that bas but a few good ideas scattered 
through it, I prefer extracting them for the improvement of 
my own mind, and for a subsequent use when a fit subject 
arises to work them in upon. 

Sincerely thanking you and Mr. Hodgson for your coun- 
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tenance and support, and hoping soon to hear that Beverley 
contains a progressing spirit of philosophy and patriotism 
that shall extend and meet the other enlightened parts of 
Yorkshire, 
I remain, ever warm in so grand a pursuit as 
Human Improvement, yours, 
R. CARLILE. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





AGE OF REASON SOCIETIES. 


Sir, London, January 5, 1822, 
IF persons whose opinions are opposed to the prevailing systems of 
Idolatry, feel any interests in the promulgation of their principles, 
they have only to imitate the conduct of their opponents ia this par- 
ticular, and their wishes will soon be to a considerable extent real- 
ized, They see the religious sects to whatever party they belong, com- 
bining, and adopting every measure in their power, to inculcate their 
doctrines, They have their Bible Societies, by means of which they 
put their works into the hands of persons who may want the means, 
or perhaps ihe inclination, to purchase them; and by so doing make 
a great number of proselytes to their faith. Now, though Deism 
and Scepticism (that is truth and reason) are making unexampled 
progress, still a wider circulation of the works that have been written 
to expose the visionary and delusive speculations of fanatical minds, 
would increase the nambers of the converts to truth considerably ; 
and to effect so desireable an object, 1 would recommend the forma- 
tion of Societies upon a similar plan to the Bible Societies.— Although 
1 am a decided and determined opponent to Bible and Missionary 
Societies.. Yet | think the principle upon which they proceed, to 
disseminate their doctrines is so very excellent, that 1 would most 
zealously support any Society, formed upon a similar plan, for the 
dissemination of all the writings calculated to dispel the mists~ of 
ignorance from the minds of the well meaning votaries of Priest- 
craft. If this plan were adopted, I am confident the best effects 
would be produced by it. And in order to immediately carry the 
thing into effect; any individual opposed to religious impositions 
has only to unite with his friends, and subscribe their mites, how- 
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ever small may be their numbers or the amount of their subscriptions ; 
purchase a few of the best works against Pwestcraft and lend them 
to such persons as may not have the means, or the inclination, to 
purchase them; while others possessing talent,’ might employ 
their spare-hours in writing short pieces to expose in a clear manner 
the ancient and modern systems of Theology and Religion and by 
this means, convince the readers of their mischievous tendency. I 
think if some plan of this nature was adopted much might be effect- 
ed towards bringing back mankind, to the principles and practice of 


pure moralit y. 
I am, Sir, yours sincerely, 
1. & 








TO MR. R, CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Bradford, 20th day in the last month 
of the 1822d Year of that mis- 
chievous Animal who said, ** Think 
not that I came to bring peace on 
earth, | come not to send peace on 

Ricnarp CARtiLe, earth, but the sword.”’ 


Faienp, we send you this small sum, as a token of our respect to 
you for so manfully using your two edged sword the pen; which is 
so gloriously cutting down. the planters of superstition; the black 
heatted hypocrites, who crawl about the Christian synagogues 
deluding the ignorant; the infernal rapscallions who have been the 
cause of you and your family, lodging in a dungeon, Our desire is 
that you may live to see the day when kingcraft and priestcraft, 
shall no more exist. 


This subscription was made for you ata meeting held at Bradford 
for free discussion. You will oblige the following persons by ac- 
cepting this mite, 

I remain a Friend to Truth, 
JOHN LAW, 


s. d. s. d. 
William Driver, of Leeds 1 0 One who thinks Parsons. the 
John Smithson, ditto 1 0 worst of Devils continually 
J B. 1 O going about seeking some- 
Samuel Ingham, ditto 0 3 thing to devour 0 83 
John Schofield, ditto 1 0 Moses Topham a 
Joseph Oates, ditto 0 6 A Friend 0 6 
Joseph Law, of Bradford 1 O ~ Edward Bycroft of Bradford 0 6 
Thomas Bycroft, ditto 1 0 Joshua Swithenbank, a Friend 
John Rowsby, ditto 1 0 to Inquiry 0 6 
Richard Sunman, ditto 0 6 R.W. Byerley, Leeds 1 0 
Thomas Law, ditto 2 0 James Stead, Bradford 1 0 
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TO MR. JOHN LAW, BRADFORD. 





CiTIzeN, Dorchester Goal, Jan. 11, 1823. 

I HAVE-to acknowledge several favours from Bradford of 
the above kind, and now return you my thanks for all. 

[ am happy to see your union with my Leeds friends, 
who notwithstanding all the insidious attempts to under- 
mine them in my esteem, by falsehoods and misrepresentations 
as to their characters, stand to my present view as spotless 
Republicans, looking brighter from every effort to malign 
them. 

You meet for free discussion. That is the only rational 
purpose of meeting that can be devised among mankind. 
You discuss the merits of every thing that concerns you, 
and adopt nothing, in the way of conclusion, until you have 
discussed its merits. That is honest and manly and ¢an 
lead to nothing but individual and public good. You do 
not, like the poor simple and corrupt Radicals, profess to 
kiss and admire the scourge that lashes you! you support 
nothing of which you cannot discern the value: and value 
nothing that retains no other plea for the future, than past 
or present existence. 

Republicans of Bradford, | am with you in all the above 
conclusions and will defend such a system of politics against 
all the corrupt constitutional writers that infest mankind 
with their mischievous theories, that have, that can have, no 
practice, in the past, the present, or the future. 

When I hear a man talk about keeping to the Constitu- 
. tion of England, I put him down directly as no Reformer, 
or as an ignorant man doing mischief among Reformers. 
’ Be it our duty, Republicans, to have no theories without 
practice; and no practices, the theories of which we shrink 
from defending and expounding. 


Yours, in the cause of Civic Improvement. 
R. CARLILE. 
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Sale of Nir. Eariile’s Property. 





The following Notice was served on Mr. Hayward the day of, tis 


dute. 





THE KING UV. CARLILE. 


Jan. 15th 1825. 
I HEREBY give you notice, that I shall proceed to sale of the De- 
fendaht’s stock, of Books, Pamphlets, &c. taken under execution ~in 
the above cause, (save and except those works which are deemed 
libellous;) and, when sorted, a further notice will be given of the day 
of Sale, by public Auction, in “‘ The Morning Advertiser,”’ and other 
Papers. 
Yours, &e. 
J. HOPWOOD, 
Sergeant at Mace to the Sheriffs of 
London, 92, Chancery Lane. 


To Mr. Carlile, Mr. Hayward, 
his Solicitor, or whom else 
it may concern, 


Since the above Hopwood has sent Mr. Caiiile a notice that 
the property would be sold on Thursday the 23d. inst. leav- 
ing no time for any proper public notice, or, in fact it seems 
to have been an object to prevent any notice appearing in 
‘The Republican.” This is destroying not selling the pro- 
perty. As Mr, Carlile has, as far as “he could, requested 
his friends to bid and buy for him; he particularly begs, 
from all country agents, and all persons. who may be in- 
debted to him, that they will send him all the monies pos- 
sible by the Ist of February. All Friends who may be 
collecting subscriptions, or disposed to subsribe, are also 
begged to forward w hatever they can to meet this emer- 


gency. 
Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 21, 1823. 
“ 









blished -by R. Carlile, 5, Water Lane, Fleet Street, and 201, 
7 ‘i Correspondences for “ The Republican” to be lelft at the places 
tion. 











